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CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE SEEKS FLORIDA VOLUNTEERS 
BY DIANA SMITH 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 


Volunteers are being recruited to serve as civilian advisers to rebels 
fighting the Sandinista government in Nicaragua but not to fight, an organiser 
of a paramilitary group said. s 

Civilian Military Assistanc e, which claims to have 3,000 members nationwide 
provT^s'-JdvicrrsuppiTes and services to the anti-Sandinista guerrillas based’ 
on the Honduras-Nicaraguan border, said Fred Hening, who heads the group's 
Florida chapter. * 


Hening said the group does not engage in combat or supply weapons. 

"We're not looking for mercenaries," Hening, 42, a former Marine sergeant 
said Monday. "We're looking for moral support, donations especially donations 
and military equipment." 

The group also is looking for volunteers to serve in "civilian field 
positions" and advise guerrillas about fighting techniques and weapons, he said. 

"We're just a bunch of people who are tired of sitting* on our butts and 
watching what's going on down there," he said. 


Between 75 and 100 people from north Florida have expressed interest in 
joining the group, Hening said. He said most will be rejected. 


"A lot of people we get calls from are the survivalist types who sit in an 
armchair and read Soldier of Fortune (magazine) , " Hening said. "We’re lookina 
for people who can help these people help themselves. 


"We're trying to stop this leftist movement. We don't want to see this happen 
in our own back yard." 


Tom Posey of Decatur, Ala., the leader of Civilian Military Assistance, told 
the Tallahassee Democrat that his group plans a major organizing drive in 
Florida. The group hopes to quadruple its Florida membership, estimated at 
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*00, in the next month. Posey, 38, 
Vietnam veteran. 


is a fruit and vegetable wholesaler and a 


Local members will arrange meetings where more Deonle 
group, Posey said. H H 


can learn about the 


Dana ^Parker ■»*>■« . 

aircraft was flying over Nicaragua. Hening said they were on a SJdiS iiJJion. 

CIA officials told a Senate Intelligence Committee that member, nf *- ho 
group were acting independently of the intelligence agency 
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teach the guerrillas about sanitation h™, 51 reD .> he said. The advisers 
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He hedged about the exact amount of supplies, but Posev has estimator! tho 
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